
 

 

 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

 
To:  National Electrical Code Technical Correlating Committee  
 
From:  Kimberly Shea 
 
Date:  April 17, 2014 
 
Subject: NFPA 70E Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1128    

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Technical Committee on Electrical Safety in the Workplace has been balloted on proposed 
TIA 1128 submitted by submitted by Jim Dollard, IBEW Local Untion 98 and Marcia Eblen, 
Pacific Gas & Electric.  A copy of the proposed TIA and the final results of the TC balloting are 
attached.   
 
This proposed TIA is now being submitted to you for letter ballot.  In addition to being balloted 
on the correlating issues of the proposed TIA, the Committee is also being balloted on whether 
or not this matter is of an emergency nature.  Disagreeing votes are limited to subjects within the 
purview of the Correlating Committee. Opposition on a strictly technical basis is not sufficient 
grounds for substantiating a disagreement vote. If you do have correlation issues please identify 
and describe your concerns. Please see Section 5 (copy enclosed) regarding the processing of 
TIAs from the NFPA Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA standards.   
 
Please complete and return the attached letter ballot either via email to kshea@nfpa.org or via fax 
to 617-984-7070.  Ballots are due on Thursday, April 24, 2010. 
 
This proposed TIA has been published for public comment in the April issue of NFPA News with 
a Public Comment Closing Date of May 16, 2010.  Any public comments received will be 
circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of this TIA at their 
August 11-14, 2014 meeting. 
 
 
Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are 
required in accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA 
standards. 
 
 
Attachments 
 



NFPA 70E-Proposed 2015 Edition 
Standard for Electrical Safety in the Workplace® 
TIA Log No. 1128 
Reference: Table 130.7(C)(15)(A)(a) 
Comment Closing Date: May 16, 2014 
Submitters: Marcia Eblen, Pacific Gas & Electric and James T. Dollard Jr., IBEW Local Union 98 
 
1.  Revise Table 130.7(C)(15)(A)(a) as follows: 
     Revise the title of the second and third columns as follows: 

 Delete the asterisk and add “(3)”in the second column and 
 Add “(1, 2)” in the third column 
  
Table 130.7(C)(15)(A)(a)— Arc-Flash Hazard Identification for Alternating Current (ac) and Direct Current 
(dc) Systems 
 
    Task Equipment Condition*(3) Arc Flash PPE Required (1, 2) 
 

 
[Remainder of Table unchanged] 
 
(2) Number the existing Notes, delete the asterisk, modify the first note and add a new second Note as follows: 
 
Note 1: Hazard identification is one component of risk assessment. Risk assessment involves a determination of the 
likelihood of occurrence of an incident, resulting from a hazard that could cause injury or damage to health. The 
assessment of the likelihood of occurrence contained in this table does not cover every possible condition or situation.  
Where this table indicates that arc flash PPE is not required, an arc flash is not likely to occur.  It does not mean that an 
arc flash incident is not possible. 
 
Note 2: Clothing shall meet the nonmelting requirements of 130.7(C)11 and 130.7(C)12 when this table indicates arc flash 
PPE is not required. 
 
Note 3: * The phrase properly installed, as used in this table, means that the equipment is installed in accordance with 
applicable industry codes and standards and the manufacturer’s recommendations. The phrase properly maintained, as 
used in this table, means that the equipment has been maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations 
and applicable industry codes and standards. The phrase evidence of impending failure, as used in this table, means that 
there is evidence of arcing, overheating, loose or bound equipment parts, visible damage, deterioration, or other damage. 
 
Problem: This TIA seeks to address two identified problems: 
1. The revised table does not state that the use of clothing containing meltable fibers is prohibited for tasks that are 
identified as “No” in the “Arc Flash PPE Required” column. 
 
The tables in the 2012 edition of NFPA 70E identified some tasks as Hazard/Risk Category (HRC) 0.  Those tasks were 
considered to have an extremely low probability of initiating an arc flash occurrence.  The clothing requirements for HRC 
0 prohibited the use of meltable fibers. 
 
The revisions to the table in the 2015 edition resulted in the deletion of HRC 0.  The tasks that were previously identified 
as HRC 0 became “No” in the “Arc Flash PPE Required” column.  However, the table no longer states that the use of 
clothing containing meltable fibers is prohibited for those tasks.   
 
This TIA does not seek, in any manner, to reinstate HRC 0.  Rather, it seeks to clarify that the use of clothing containing 
meltable fibers is prohibited for tasks that are identified as “No” in the “Arc Flash PPE Required” column.   
This prohibition will be a requirement as the table notes are mandatory, not informational.  
 
2. Concern was expressed in some negative ballot comments that the newly revised table and the “yes or no” column for 
arc flash rated PPE was indicating to the table user that an arc flash was not possible.   
 



The substance of existing Note 1, particularly the last sentence, indicates this was not the intent.  However, to address the 
concern expressed in some of the negative ballots, and to remove any ambiguity, a new sentence is added at the end of the 
paragraph.  The sentence informs the user of the standard that while the tasks identified as “No” in the “Arc Flash PPE 
Required” column have an extremely low probability of initiating an arc flash occurrence, it does not mean that an arc 
flash occurrence is not possible.  
 
Submitter’s Substantiation: When the Technical Committee deleted Hazard/Risk Category 0 from Table 
130.7(C)(15)(A)(a) and Table 130.7(C)(15)(B) it was not the intent to suggest that the use of clothing constructed of 
meltable fabrics was now permitted by users of these tables.  However, it is possible that with the deletion of HRC 0 some 
users of the document might be confused about clothing requirements when using the Table 130.7(C)(15)(A)(a) and 
erroneously conclude that the use of meltable fabric clothing is now permitted.  This TIA is meant to correct this possible 
misinterpretation of Table 130.7(C)(15)(A)(a). 
 
The additional sentence at the end of Note 1 provides the user of this standard with a clarification that while the listed 
tasks that do not require arc flash PPE have an extremely low probability of resulting in an arc flash, a remote possibility 
of an incident does exist. 
 
Emergency Nature: This proposed TIA meets multiple requirements listed in 5.3 for the evaluation of emergency nature. 
 
The technical committee deleted HRC 0 and did not address the prohibition clothing containing meltable fibers in the 
newly revised table. 
 
There is a potential conflict between the newly revised table and the requirements of 130.7(C)(11) & 130.7(C)(12) 
without a specific reference in the table to prohibit meltable fabrics. 
 
The proposed TIA prohibits meltable fabrics from being worn while tasks with an extremely low chance of an arc flash 
are performed. While an arc flash is not likely to occur when these tasks are performed, it does not mean that an arc flash 
incident is not possible. If meltable fabrics are worn and an arc flash does occur the burn injury will be seriously 
aggravated. 
 



 

 

Section 5 Tentative Interim Amendments. 
5.1 Preliminary Determination of Compliance. A 
Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) to any Document may 
be processed if the Council Secretary determines, after a 
preliminary review, and consultation with the appropriate 
Chair, that the Amendment appears to be of an emergency 
nature requiring prompt action and has the endorsement of at 
least two Members of the involved TC or TCC. If processed, 
the question of emergency nature shall be considered by the 
TC and TCC. The text of a proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment may be processed as submitted or may be 
changed, but only with the approval of the submitter. 
5.2 Evaluation of Emergency Nature. Determination of an 
emergency nature shall include but not be limited to one or 
more of the following factors: 

(a) The document contains an error or an omission that 
was overlooked during a regular revision process. 

(b) The document contains a conflict within the document 
or with another NFPA document. 

(c) The proposed TIA intends to correct a previously 
unknown existing hazard. 

(d) The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a 
benefit that would lessen a recognized (known) hazard or 
ameliorate a continuing dangerous condition or situation. 

(e) The proposed TIA intends to accomplish a recognition 
of an advance in the art of safeguarding property or life 
where an alternative method is not in current use or is 
unavailable to the public. 

(f ) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in 
which the revised document has resulted in an adverse 
impact on a product or method that was inadvertently 
overlooked in the total revision process, or was without 
adequate technical (safety) justification for the action. 
5.3 Publication of Proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment. A proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
that meets the provisions of 5.1 shall be published by the 
Association in appropriate media with a notice that the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment has been forwarded 
to the responsible TC and TCC for processing and that 
anyone interested may comment on the proposed Tentative 
Interim Amendment within the time period established and 
published. 
5.4 Technical Committee and Technical Correlating 
Committee Action. 

(a) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
submitted for ballot and comment of the TC in accordance 
with 3.3.4. The TC shall be separately balloted on both the 
technical merits of the amendment and whether the 
amendment involves an issue of an emergency nature. Such 
balloting shall be completed concurrently with the public 
review period. Any public comments inconsistent with the 
vote of any TC Member shall be circulated to the TC to 
allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval 
shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members 
calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of 
the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(b) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
submitted for ballot and comment of the TCC, if any, which 
shall make a recommendation to the Council with respect to 
the disposition of the Tentative Interim Amendment. The 
TCC shall be separately balloted on both the merits of the 
amendment (as it relates to the TCC authority and 

responsibilities in accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3) and 
whether the amendment involves an issue of an emergency 
nature. Any public comments inconsistent with the vote of 
any TC or TCC Member shall be circulated to the 28 TCC to 
allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval 
shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members 
calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of 
the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(c) All public comments, ballots, and comments on ballot 
on the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
summarized in a staff report and forwarded to the Council 
for action in accordance with 5.5. 
5.5 Action of the Council. The Council shall review the 
material submitted in accordance with 5.4(c), together with 
the record on any Appeals (see 1.6, 1.6.1), and shall take one 
of the following actions: 

(a) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(b) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment as 

amended by the Council 
(c) Where acted on concurrently with the issuance of a 

new edition of the Document to which it relates, issue the 
Tentative Interim Amendment as part of the new edition; 

(d) Reject the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(e) Return the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to 

the TC with appropriate instruction 
(f ) Direct a different action 

5.6 Effective Date of Amendment. Tentative Interim 
Amendments shall become effective 20 days after Council 
issuance unless the President determines, within his or her 
discretion, that the effective date shall be delayed pending 
the consideration of a Petition to the Board of Directors (see 
1.7). The President may also, within his or her discretion, 
refer the matter of a delay in the effective date of the TIA to 
the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors or to the 
Board of Directors. 
5.7 Publication of Amendment. The Association shall 
publish in one of its publications sent or accessible to all 
Members notice of the issuance of each Tentative Interim 
Amendment and may, as appropriate, issue a news release to 
applicable and interested technical journals. The notice and 
any news release shall indicate the tentative character of the 
Tentative Interim Amendment. In any subsequent 
distribution of the Document to which the Tentative Interim 
Amendment applies, the text of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment shall be included in a manner judged most 
feasible to accomplish the desired objectives. 
5.8 Applicability. Tentative Interim Amendments shall 
apply to the document existing at the time of issuance. 
Tentative Interim Amendments issued after the proposal 
closing date shall also apply, where the text of the existing 
document remains unchanged, to the next edition of the 
Document. Tentative Interim Amendments issued 
concurrently with the issuance of a new edition shall apply 
to both the existing and new edition. 
5.9 Subsequent Processing. TC responsible for the 
Document or part of the Document affected shall process the 
subject matter of any Tentative Interim Amendment as a 
proposal for the next edition of the Document (see 3.3). 
5.10 Exception. When the Council authorizes other 
procedures for the processing and/or issuance of Tentative 
Interim Amendments, the provisions of this Section shall not 
apply. 
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Subject: FW: TIA submission

 
 

From: mleengineering@comcast.net [mailto:mleengineering@comcast.net]  
Sent: Saturday, December 14, 2013 5:42 PM 
To: James T. Dollard Jr. 
Cc: Fuller, Linda; Walker, Nancy 
Subject: Re: TIA submission 

 
Nancy, 
  
This email will serve as my endorsement of the TIA also. 
  
Thanks, 
Marcia Eblen 

From: "James T. Dollard Jr." <jimdollard98@aol.com> 
To: nwalker@NFPA.org 
Cc: lfuller@NFPA.org, mleengineering@comcast.net 
Sent: Saturday, December 14, 2013 1:13:52 PM 
Subject: TIA submission 

Hello Nancy, 
 
Please process the attached TIA for the 2015 edition of NFPA 70E. 
 
The submitters of this TIA are Marcia Eblen and James T. Dollard Jr. 
 
This email will serve as my endorsement of the TIA. 
 
Thanks, 
Jim 
 

 
James T. Dollard Jr.  
Safety Coordinator  
IBEW Local 98  
1701 Spring Garden Street  
Philadelphia, PA 19130  
office 215-563-5592  
cell 215-802-3772 



 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
To:  NFPA Technical Committee on Electrical Safety in the Workplace 
  
From:  Kimberly Shea, Administrator – Technical Projects 
 
Date:  April 17, 2014 
 
Subject: NFPA 70E Proposed TIA No. 1128 Final Ballot Results 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
According to 5.4 of  the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects, the final results show that 
Proposed TIA 1128  HAS NOT achieved the 3/4  majority vote needed to pass ballot on both Question 1 
(Technical Merit) and Question 2 (Emergency Nature). 
 
25  Eligible to Vote  
  0  Not Returned 
 
Technical Merit  Emergency Nature: 
16 Agree (w/comment Hickman)  15 Agree  

8 Disagree (Dini, Drobnick, Gray, Mohla, 
Neitzel, Pace, Stallcup, Tobias) 

   8 Disagree (Dini, Drobnick, Gray, Mohla, 
Neitzel, Pace, Stallcup, Tobias) 

1 Abstain (Wallis)    2 Abstain (Hayes, Wallis) 
 

There are two criteria necessary to pass ballot [(1) simple majority (2) affirmative ¾ vote].   Both 
questions must to pass ballot in order to recommend that the Standards Council issues this TIA. 
 
(1) In all cases, an affirmative vote of at least a simple majority of the total membership eligible to 

vote is required.  
     [25 eligible ÷ 2 = 12.5 = 13] 
 

 (2) The number of affirmative votes needed to satisfy the ¾ requirement is 18. 
Technical Merit: 25 eligible - 0 not returned - 1 abstentions = 24 × 0.75 = 18 

Emergency Nature: 25 eligible - 0 not returned - 2 abstentions = 23 × 0.75 = 17.25 = 18 
 

An appeal relating to a proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be filed no later than 5 days after 
the notice of the Technical Committee TIA ballot results are published in accordance with 1.6.2 (c) 
and 4.2.6.  In the case that a Correlating Committee is also being balloted, appeals need to filed 5 days 
after the notice of the Correlating Committee TIA ballot results are published. 
 

Final ballot comments are attached for your review.  Ballots received from alternate members are not 
included, unless the ballot from the principal member was not received. 
 
Attachment 
Negative, Abstain, and Agree ballots with comments 
 
 




























