Electrical Incident Investigations

Electrical Incident Rescue Procedure
 In the most recent edition of CSA Z462, Workplace Electrical Safety Standard, Electrical safety programs must now include a requirement to investigate all electrical incidents (events or occurrences that resulted in or could have resulted in injury or damage to health).
In the event that a person has received an electric shock and is still in contact with energized electrical equipment DO NOT TOUCH the person and possibly become a second victim. Additionally if a worker encountered an arc flash exposure, follow these procedures:

· Evacuate away from the area where the electrical incident occurred, assess the situation and ensure there are no continuing hazards to yourself or others.

· Sound the alarm, alert other personnel.

· Call for help, notify the supervisor and call for immediate medical help e.g. EMS, Fire Department, or Police.

· Assess the hazards don’t rush in to initiate rescue.

· Secure the area, treat all electrical equipment as energized. If possible turn off the electrical supply, isolate and lock out the electrical source following established electrical safe work procedures.

· Initiate rescue, when it is confirmed safe to do so, rescue the victim.

· When the victim has been removed to a safe area begin first aid. If the person is unconscious or breathing is erratic monitor closely. If breathing stops apply artificial respiration immediately.
· Don’t leave the victim unattended.

· If burned do not touch the victim’s affected area or apply any lotions or gauzes.

· Confirm emergency services have been dispatched.

· Follow up, ensure government/regulatory agencies have been notified as required.

· Complete an incident report.
[image: image1.emf]Supervisor of Co - worker:   Please provide the following information and give to the emergency  department attending physician .  

Victim Name:  Time of Incident:                     AM                             PM  

What was the victim doing?  

What type of electric al contact was involved:  

  Direct electrical contact or proximity;     Arc flash;     Arc Blast;   

  Other:   

Estimated duration of direct electrical contact:   Seconds  

Voltage details:    

  AC;     DC;  Voltage  level:     volts      kilovolts  

Electrical Current details:   Amperes  

What was the main pathway through the body?  

  Hand to hand;      Hand to opposite foot;      Head to foot;      Foot to foot;  

  Other:  

Conditions at point of contact:  

  Wet skin;      Dry skin;      Contact with water;       Non - intact skin;      Humidity of air;   

  Other:  

Level of consciousness:  

  Fully alert;      Dazed / confused;      Lost consciousness;      Duration:  

Did victim require:  

  CPR;      Defibrillation;      No resuscitation  

Did the victim fall from height?    Yes     No  

If yes, explain:  

Was victim immobil ized?  

  Neck collar;      Joints / bones splinted  

Was victim wearing personal protective equipment?      Yes;      No  

  Arc rated clothing;      Leather gl oves;      Rubber insulating gloves;      Dielectric boots;     Hard hat;      Safety glasses;      Other:   

Did the incident take place in an enclosed/confined space?      Yes;      No  

Sample Electrical Incident Investigation Form

