
Three - Two - One - Liftoff! - Photo Out Takes
In early 2007 I had the once in a lifetime opportunity (actually this was my 
second trip) to go behind the scenes at the Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida and take a look at what it takes to launch the shuttle. Doug 
Govan and Mike Milbert of KSC were gracious hosts and just about gave 
me the run of the entire place.  - Where’s the launch button?  

An article detailing the trip was published in the October 2007 issue of 
the NEC Digest and is included here.  However, only a handful of photos 
that were taken made it into the article so I included a few more photos 
(the outtakes) here.  The Photography is by Shawn Wood of 
www.Studio7photography.com

Enjoy!

- Jim 

Underneath the Atlantis with 
KSC friends.  The nose 

wheel is behind my head.

With Kennedy Space Center / 
KSC Friends on the deck 
over the wing of Orbiter 
“Atlantis”.
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To buffer the switchgear from 
some of the shock caused by the 
shuttle being directly overhead 
during the launch, the switchgear 
is mounted on large springs.  
The ultimate “shock absorbers”

The mobile launch 
platform, also known as 
the “MLP” is where the 

shuttle is assembled and 
launched from.  The 

“crawler” goes underneath 
and takes the entire 

assembly on a slow ride to 
the pad.

Inside the MLP.  Pretty 
amazing place.  The 

guys in all these 
photos are among the 

thousands in the 
NASA Family that 

make it all happen.

In front of what will be 
one of the modules or 
“elements” as they are 
known, that will 
become part of the 
International Space 
Station. Three - Two - One -Liftoff 
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In front of the pad – Where it 
all happens!

With the photographer on top of the tower –
Hey who’s taking the picture?

Recognizable from anywhere – the very 
large and very orange main fuel tank

The “business end” of the orbiter.
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